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Sheba Digs.
The (vc.'ilhiT ha<l mo«t«-r:»ta |'"

Kuml deal. t»ut tin- trail was a pro-.
°

luted forest one. Tin* two teams i1^
now K'Uiitt down ha<l minf up. so that j"
tin- path was packed fairly hard andi"

smooth Holt lay propped on his own |
sli d aKUifist the sh piriK bans. Sheba:sil
inushi d In hind Cordon. She chatted
with tIn*in both, but iKiiori-d entirely *"1

the xlsti-iu of Maedonald. who fol- W1

lowed with his prize-winning Siberiandogs.
.* in-.i nut to let her w<
I riOUKU nix %. -

lovi r know it, Sheha was irouhleal at

heart. aioralon was practically the

piisoniT of a man who hateal him bitterly.who hadieveai him kuilty of I'1

iniir<hT. anal who wouhl ko through lo

Ilia- lO hllllk plinishnia-lil llOlUa* to ,M'

him. She knew the power aif Macalonalal.With the money hack of him, *"

In had for two ya-ars foukht akaiiist W(

anal almost prevailed over a strong puh- ft'1

In- opinion in the l"iyta-il States. Ha- '*'

was as masterful in his hatred as in

his love. Tlia* dominant. tikhtink 1

llkure in tha* northwi-st, he troal his I"

sturalv w.iv throaikh opposition lika* a ,r

i 'olossus.
Nor a 11 sin* any |oiika*r have any *li

illusions ahoiit him. Me a-ouhl lie s'

hoth iiithliss ami uiif-rupulnus when

it suita-al his purposa*. As tha* day wore

toward noon, her spirits atrooped. Slia* K»

was tin*al physically, ami this react- lh

a il upon ha*r couiaka-.
i"

Tin* warmer w*eatha-r was spoilnik
tha* trail. It tiecama* so soft ami of

mushy that thotikh snowshoa-s wera* M

iieeala-al, they a-aiuhl not he worn oil

account of tin* heavy snow which ki

clung to them Mt-ry uno* » n»«». ....

lifted. They wore mukluks. but She- wi

ha was wot to the knees. The spring sit

had Kiinc from her stop llcr shoul- etl

dors begun to sag.
' >

Kor soino time Cordon's eye had

boon seeking for a good plaoo for a is

day camp Mo found it in a bit of

open timber above the trail, and

without a word he swung his team

from the path.
Where are you goingV" demand- ol

ed Maedoiiabl. *1

"doing to rest for an hour." was of

Klliot's curt answer.

Maedonald's jaw clamped. lie a

strode forward through the snow lie- en

____
side the trail. "We'll see about that." w

|The Tounger man facial httn ittt- at

grlly. "Can't you see she is done, th

man? There is not another mile of gt

travel in her until she has rested." >c

The hard, grtty eyes «»f the Alas- I'l

kan took in the slender, weary figure ha

loaning against the sled, "n a soft

and mushy trail like this, where ev- al

et y footstep punched a hole in the lit

loose snow, the dogs could not travelwith any extra weight. A few miles sli

farther down they would come to a in

main-traveled road and the going
would he better. Hut till then she hi

must walk. Maedonahl gate way tr»

with a gesture of his hand and turnedon his heel. yu

At the camp-fire Sheba dried her

mukluks. stockings, caribou mitts, and nr

short skirts. Too tired to eat. she lit

forced herself to swallow a few bites'

ami drank eagerly some tea. Cordon'"'I
had brought blankets from the sled ha

and In- persuaded her to lie down for. mi

;< few minutes.
"You'll call mo soon If I should'ha

sleep," she said drowsily, and her eyes tri

were closed almost before the words in

were off her Hps. jgu
When Macdonald caine to order the j

start half an hour later, she was still if

asleep. "(Jive her another thirty
minutes," he said gruffly. dii

Youth Is resilient. Shoba awoke
rested ami ready for work. br

Whlle Cordon was untangling the gl;
dogs she was left alone for a minute At

with the mine-owner. ah

The hungry look In his eyes touched
her. Impulsively she held out her fu

hand. of

"You're going to be fair, nren't you, .

Mr. Macdonald? Because you.don't
like him.-you won't.?" to

lie looked straight into the dark, ap- hi

pealing eves. "I'm going to be fair to ca

Itobert Milton." he told her harshly. I in
""in going to see his murderers hang- SI
e«t If it iiwla me every dollar 1 have C<

in the world." fo

"None of us object to Justice." she l'i

told htm proudly. "Cordon has noth- in

ing to fear if only the truth is told." an

"Then why come to me?" he demand- wl
ed. yc
She hesitated: then with a wistful ar

little smile, spoke what was In her
heart. "I'm afraid you won't do jus- of

tice to yourself. You're good.and fo
bravo- and strong. But you're very th
willful and set. I don't want to lose an

my friend. I want to know that he is jhn
all I have believed him.a great man hi

who stands for the things that are flne m

and clean and just." jhi
"Thru it is for my sake and not for! it

his that \ou want me to drop the case nil
against ElliotV he asked ironically, ihi
"Kor yours and for his. too. You Hi

can't hurt him. Nobody can really be ov

hurt from outside.not unless he is a

traitor to himself. And Gordon Elliot pc

isn't that. He couldn't do such a thing
as this with which you charge him. -n
It is not in his nature. He can explain m
everything." j n

"I don't doubt that. He and his friend or

Holt are great little explainers." |st<
In spite of his bitterness Sheba felt hi

a change In him. She seemed to have be

a glimpse of his turbid soul engaged In 'pj
battle, lie turned away without shak- |
Ing hands, but it struck her that he ah
was not implacable. |th
While they were at luncheon half ajw<

dozen packmules laden with supplies m

for a telephone construction line outfit j
had passed. Their small, sharp-shod to

hoofs had punched sink-holes in the m

trail at every step. Instead of ajm
smooth bottom the dogs found a slushy'dr
bog cut to pieces.
At the e'nd of an hour of wallowing «h

Macdonaid called a halt. Ich
"There is a cutoff Just below here.)

It will save us nearly two miles, but ah
I

UKON !
LIL
-EOD RA1NE.

o<J Ituine.

i-'ll have to break trail. Swing to the'
I'll! <"*» lii'lnw I hif tail? willow." he
M Klliot. "I'll join you presently and
lieve you on the Job. Hut first Miss
N'elll and I are going for a little side

ip."
All three of them looked at him in

iarp surprise. Gordon opened his lips
answer and closed them again withitspeaking. Sheha had flashed a

urning to him.
"I hope tills trip Isn't very far off the
all." she said quietly. "I'm just a

i*e bit tired."
"It's not far." the mine-owner said
irtly.
He was busy unpacking his sled,
resentl.v he found the dog moccasins
r whiidi he had been looking, repackIhis sled, and fitted the shoes to the
eeding foot of the team leader. Klliot,
ispicious and uncertain what to do,
ntched him at work, but at a signal
0111 Slieba turned reluctantly away

id drove down to the cutoff.
Mucdonald turned his dogs out of
e trail and followed a little ridge for

rhaps a uuarter of a mile. Sheba
udged behind him. She was full of

under at what he meant to do. but
10 asked no questions. Some wise ininctwas telling her to do exactly as

said.
From the sled he took a shovel and
ive it to the young woman. "Dig just
is side of the big rock.close to thootof the tree." he told her.
Sheba dug. and at the second stroke
tin- spittle struck something hard.

0 stooped and pulled out a sack,

"open it," he wild. "Kip It with this

life."
Sheha ran the knife along the course

i-ave of the cloth. Fifteen or twenty
[taller sacks lay exposed. Sheba look1up at Macdonald, a startled question
her eyes.
Me nodded. "You've guessed it. This

luirt of the gold for which Robert
ilton was murdered."
"Rut.how did it get here?"
"I buried it there yesterday. Come."
Me led her around the rock. Rack
It lay something over which was

iread a long bit of canvas. The heart
Sheba was beating wildly.
The Scotchman looked at her front

rock-hound face. "Underneath this

invas is the body of one of the men

ho murdered Milton. He died more

iserubiythan the-man he shot. 4Jalf-egold stolen front the bank is in that

innysack you have just dug up. If

>u*ll tell ine who has the other half,
I tell you who helped him rob the

ink."
"This man.who is he?" asked Sheba.
most in a whisper. She was trembtgwith excitement and nervousness.
Macdonald drew back the cloth and
owed the rough, hard face of a workgntan.
"Mis name was Trclnwney. I kicked
in out of our camps because ho was a

Dublemaker."
"Me was one of the men that robbed
in later!" she exclaimed.
"Yes. And now he has tried to rob
e again and has paid for it with his

l\" I

"Her mind flashed back over the past,
'hen his partner in this crime must

,ve been the same mnn.what's his

me?.that was with him last time."
"Xorthrup." He nodded slowly. "I

ite to believe it. but It Is probably
in-. And he. too. Is lying somewhere
this park covered with snow.if oui

less is right."
"And Cordon.you admit he didn't no

Again he nodded, sulkily. "No. He

Jn't do it."
Joy lilted in her voice. "So you've
nii'hi ine here to tell me. Oh, I am

ml. my friend, that you wore so good,
ul it is like you to do it. You have

tvays been the good friend to me."

The Scotchman smiled, a little wistlly."You take a mean advantage
a man. You nurse him when he is ill

and are kind to him when he is well

and try to love him, though he Is

ice your age and more. Then, when

s enemy is in his power, he finds he

n't strike him down without strikgyou too. Take your young man,

teba O'Neill, and marry him, and foi

Ht's sake, get him out of Alaska hereI come to grips with him again,

n not a patient man, and he's tried
e sair. They say I'm a good hater,

ul 1 always thought it true. Hut

hat's the use of hating a man when

ur soft arms are round him for an

mor?"
The tine eyes of the girl were wells

warm light. Her gladness was not

r herself and her lover only, but for

e friend that had been so nearly lost

id was now found. He believed he

id done it for her, but Sheba was sure

s reasons lay deeper. He was too

ueh of a man to hide evidence and let

s rival be falsely accused of murder.
wait not in him to do a cheap thing
to that. When it came to the pinch,
was too decent to stab in the back,

.it she was willing to take him on his

rn ground.
Til always be thanking you for your

KHlness to me," she told him simply.
He brushed that aside at once,

'here's one thing more. lass. I'll

tely not be seeing you again alone, so

1 sny it now. Don't waste any tears

Colby Macdonald. Don't fancy any

ory-book foolishness about spoiling
s life. That may be true of halfling
>ys. maybe, but a man goes his atn

lit even when he gets a bit facer."
"Yes." she agreed. And In a flash
ic saw what would happen, that in

e reaction from his depression he

ould turn to Genevieve Mallory anil

arry her.
"You're too young for me, anyhow..
o soft, and Innocent Once you told
e »K.at you couldn't keep step with
e It's true. Y'ou can't It was a

.ft dream." I
He took a deep breath, seemed to

lake himself out of It and smiled I
icerfully upon her.
"We'll put our treasure-trove on the
fd and go back to your friends," he

continued briskly. "Tomorrow I'll send |
men up to scour the hills for North- L
rup's hotly."

Shi-ha drew the canvas hack over n

the face of the dead mail. As she followedMacdonald hack to the trail,
tears filled her eyes. She was rememberingthat the white, stinging
death that had crept upon these men so

swiftly had missed her by a hair's
breadth. The stronir. lusty life had S
been stricken out of the hip Cornisninanand probably of his partner in
crime. Perhaps they had left n.others
or wives or sweethearts lo mourn

them.
Macdonald relieved Klliot at breakingtrail and the young mm went

back to the sree-pole. Thev hnd dis- w

carded miikliiks and wore moccasins "

and snowshoes. It was hard, slow ,r

work, tor the trail-hrukcr had to fight
his way through snow ilong the ticst <-i

route he could find. The moon was 0

high when t last they reached the
rondhouse. "

lTo lie Continued.)
n

RULING ON FUEL.
â

Administration Explains What it Expectsof the Public.
w

Ku'-I rulings and interpret tit ions designedto make clear what is expected 4>|
of the putdic in observance of the governinent'sorders shutting down in- M

dustry every Monday for the next eight ,,

weeks w«-re made puldie last Saturday o

ni-rht hy the fuel administration. They
cover most of the ipieHtions raised as u
to exemptions. A summary follows:

In forbidding the use of fuel for
general industrial and commercial parixisisthe fuel administration intend- (edthat the word fuel cover wry- tj
thing used for producing heat, light j,
and oower. including coal, coke, wood. ,j
oil. eiiareonl. natural an 1 artificial gas. ,j
-iisnline. kerosene, alcohol, etc. j,
The three general classes of manu- u

factoring plants exempted from operationof the orders are shipbuilding r<

vards. airplane mantif: eturlng plants "

\\
ami industries producing explosives.
Other plant." have been exempted on c<

speelfle orders of the war and navy »

departments. lnit the exemptions over '

only that part of their plants speciflcal- (l
Iv engaged in turning nut products for it
the government. The exempted plants I'

have been notified thee are not in- *

eluded in the order. e

All manufacturers of woolen and cot- »

ton roods have been exempted in so

far as they are working on army or ,
navy contracts. Finishing plants and >

lye works coming within this class T

also have been exempted. j'l
I'sers of hydro-electtic power are p

not required to shut down their plarts. f<
but they may burn only enough fuel tc j'
prevent freezing. ri

Wood working nulls n > exempted h
on orders of the war cr navy departmentsmay operate only to the extent
not their products are placed in their p

otherwise exempted which use their ^
own waste for fuel, may ojawntc to ;
produce sufficient fu ! to prevent t<

freezing. Wood working plants sup- ''

plying fuel to householders must ap- n'
ply to local fuel administrators for ,,
permission to operate to such an ex- '<

tent as is necessary for the welfare of
the community. All mi us of whatever t(
character are exempt. tl
Subcontractors sup| lying materials 'J

SI
to exempted industries are permitted
to operate only if theii entire produetiontrues to exempted plants. I'1

Kxemptlons include all concerns pro- jj,
during foodstuffs of a perishable natureor foods for imm* diato consump- st

tion. The following lave been listed '
<

its exempt; drain elevators, potato f.,
or vegetable houses, cold storage,
grain storage, grain ind feed mills,
cereal product manufacturers, bakers, ti
canners. milk dealers, creameries, t

milk condensers and all other milk A

products manufacturer:, packing nnd
slaughter houses, ice pi mts nnd refrigerators.sugar manufacturers, hinder '

twine manufacturers, insecticide and ''

fertilizer manufacturers, manufac- j:.
litrers of farm machlacry for spring
use, manufacturers of cereal mill ma-
chinery, hag manufacturers, manufac-
turers of food containers (glass tin nnd ...

wood, and labels for containers.) ..

I 'rice lists giving quotations or '

meat information relative to securities ^
or commodities may he published on

Mondays. ..

.Magazines and weeklies generally fl
are expected to dose If they can put.
out their publications on time withoutrunning on Mondays.

Colleges, churches, schools, public n
libraries and public museums are exempted.Other exemptions include automobilesand garages, manufacturers
of cans for food, cotton oil, producers
of lime, horseshoes, laundries, locomo- p
live factories, manufacturers of surgi- ,x
cal instruments, medicines needed by x
the government and the Ked Cross, u
other medicines if local fuel admlnis- w
trators are convinced their production K
is necessary to public health: manu- p
facturers of supplies for oil products, r

trans-Atlantic steamers, open hearth ft
si eel furnaces, power necessary for .

loading or uuiouuing iai» or snips. n

Among the Industries declared not exemptedare the manufacturers of candy, o

tobacco. woolen socks and underwear t,
and shoes. I
The exemption of one or more offices tr

in a building does not exempt the re- h
reminder of the building and heat, ele- c<
vator and light service must be lint- ,t

ited to the exempted offices. g
Building and loan associations may pi

remain open if necessary for the paymentof obligations becoming due. n

Offices of foreign governments may j
remain open. a

Brokers' offices are not exempt. hi
Wholesale stores and warehouses ir

may remain open without heat for the h
unloading of freight. tl
News stands and cigar stores may t<

sell only newspapers and periodicals, w
Drug stores may sell drugs, medical

supplies and papers only. «

News stands in hotels, etc., are re- M
quested to sell nothing but publications.n

Candy stores are not exempt.
Places of amusement permitted to tl

remain open Monday may continue t)
open Monday night until their usual ti
closing hour even if it is after mid- H
night. ti
Entertainments or public functions vi

to which tickets were soia or urnin- u

tion Issued prior to January 19, ^or
which otherwise were advertised be- w

fore January 19. may be held. it
Lodges and fraternal organizations 1c

accustomed to meet on Monday may a

do so. 't
Local fuel officials are authorized to it

change local railway services as pro- t<
vided in the order to furnish adequate p
transportation for employees of ex- tl
erupted industries. tr

All places selling fuel may remain n

open to sell fuel only.
. 01

. The house has killed the propo- lf

sitlon to restrict the pardoning pow- al

er of the governor.
, ,

Ir
w

. Mr. J. C. McClure of Chester, has p
been elected code commissioner vice tl
Rion McKlssick. editor of the Green- ol
vllle News, resigned. a!

IAHER TELLS OF PROGRESS
far Preparations Have Hade WonderfulHeadway.
NIGHTY ARMY IN liHORT TIME

ecretary of War Says There are

Nearly Half a Million Soldiers in
France With Half a Million More
Ready to Go.The One Big Problem
is That of Transport Facilities, and
as Soon as the Boats are Ready the
Men Can Go Over.
Washington. January 28..America
ill have an army of half a million
u-n in France early this year, with a

lillion more trained and equipped
ady to follow us quickly as ships
an he provided to carry them, and the
utlook for this is not unpromising.
Secretary Baker gave this informaonto the nation and to the world to-

ay in a statement before the senate
lilitaiy committee, baring much that
ntil now has been carefully guarded
"ith the army's military secrets, in

nswcring charges that the governlenthas broken down preparing for
a r.

From early morning until late aftrnoonthe secretary addressed the
ommittec and a crowd, including
lany members of both houses of conrcss.gathc red in a big hearing room

I the senate office building. He
M>ke extemporaneously, beginning
ith details of the mammoth task of

uilding an army of a million and a

all, answering such complaints of lnlllciencyas were cited by Senator
hamhcrlain in his recent speech and
( daring that such instances were

lolated and not general. Some qucsonswere asked, and Mr. Baker, from
me to time, had assistants go to the

Icptionc for reports on specific quesons.
Toward the close of the day, Seoi-taryBaker delivered a dramatic

encral statement of the American
ar plan, telling of the coining of the
i. i .:.1.... ,.t ,|.1V. nicht
IIJf'1 lili.'viiuiin. ui « v « <», ......

[inferences with men from the scene
f battle in wliich the plans now be18executed were adopted, and of
uecess hcyond the most sanguine exectationsin uilding tiie army ami
s industrial support at home, transactingnien across the ocean, coniructinKrailroads in France and
rcparing to strike the enemy with
very r<source at the country's comland.
When Mr. Faker closed, it was uponlit he had created a profound

npression. Chairman Chamberlain
lid so before he left till' stand,
here was no attempt at eross-exmlnation.The chairman proposed
fiat the secret try be given a rest, and
virtually was agreed to recall him

or further examination later after
he committee has completed its
earing of oltieers of the medical
orps, aviation section and other
ranches of the service.

Committee Amazed.
While many things disclosed imresscd,the committee was frankUs

liinzeii who*-fold thai-the-nudt of ill
ational Guard and National army
ivisional camps are ready to go tonyat need. When members wanted
> know why such things had not
eon given publicity before, Mr. Hakrspoke of the reluctance of military
ten to reveal their war plans and
noted German remarks about Amorn'sadvertisement of her preparaons.
Kmphasizinc that he was not then

i defend himself or anybody else.
ie secretary urged the committee
gain and attain to lay bare any
lortcoming or failure of the departientthat it might he corrected. Freuentlyhe paused to seek stronger

4 ~.i V. »l«.. Inn r\f
Itlguagc Hi uim-nuv mv ui iuiivi. v.

s associates in tin- department,
lilitary and civilian.
"''or one reason or another." he

lid. "the impression has gone out
ito the country, to wane extent at
>ast, that the war department lias
tllcn down.

Would Be Tragical,
"it would bo a tragical thing if

lis tremendous effort, this wholly
iipreccdcnted sacrifice made by men.
ire in.fact to turn out to deserve
ie comment that it had fallen
own."
Never in the history of time, he
elated, had an tirmy of its size
eon raised, equipped, trained and
re pa red for battle as had that of the
iiited States.
.Mr. linker took personal responb.iityfor getting men under trainigbefore their equipment was ready

to the last shoe button." Such offersas .Maj. Gen. I.<eonard Wood, he
lid. had urged tills policy. He desriliedconferences that evolved the
rilnance programme and its full)II

lent,submitting documents to prove
nit Fram e and Great Britain were

ipplying artillery and machine
uns for the first forces at their own
rgent request in order that ships
light be used for other purposes.

Pershing Approved.
In ail that was done prior to the
cparture of the first troops, Gen.
ershing shared in t lie deliberations
ml approved the decisions reached.
Ir. Baker na il, and now surrounded
ith a staff of trained regular otlicers
ho could well he spared from the
nut task at home, Pershing is In
'ranee as the "eyes of the army,"
very step taken since tias l>ecn
mnded on his long dally cable reports
f what is going on at the lighting
ronts.
Tables were cited to show that
vercrowding in the camps and can

nnicntshac not been general anil
:at the sickness had come mostly
i the camps where medical opinion
ad agreed it was least to be expectd.The history of the development
nd building of the cantonments was
iven in detail to show that every
recaution possible had been taken.
Analyzing the efforts of the ordaneel.ur.au, the secretary said that
eneral Croz'er had urged for years
greater artillery preparation; that

t? at least had realized the gurlakingrequired. Hut even France
erself, "with the enemy at her
iroat." lie added, had not been able
i see what vast gun programmes the
ar would lead into.
During his general statement of the
ar plan and how It hud developed.
Ir. Baiter was rarely interrupted.
During his statement to the comlitteeMr. Baker said:
"When we started Into this war I

link it was eommonly th'ought
iroughout the country that ourcor,

ibutionat the outset might well
nancial and industrial. The indus

iosof this country were largely deDtedat that time to the manufaeireof war materials for our allie®"AsI suggested this morning when
e went into that market we found
largely occupied, so that our probmwas not going to a shoe factory

nd saying. 'Make shoes for us,' but
was going to a factory which never

iade shoes, because all the shoe fac-
iries w»re busy making shoes for
eoplc from whom we could not take
tern, and saying, 'Learn how ':o
lake shoes in order that you rai.y
lake them for us.'
"Now. of course that Ls not only true

t shoes, but it ls true of machine gura,
is true of other arms, it is true »f

mmunition. it is true of forging cnaclty.which was the greatest defect
i the country, and all of this time
e had not merely not to disturb the
rogramme of allied manufacture In
lis country, but we had not to cut
T the supplies of raw material to our
Hies, and we had not to disturb the

Industry of this country, to such an
extent that products upon which
they depended for the succiss of their
'military operations would be interferedwith, both agricultural and Ij
commercial and Industrial products."

The "Fallen Down" Charge."
"For one reason or another the

impression has gone out into the i

country to some extent that the war
uvpai uitriii nas miicii uv>«

conduct of the war," said the secre- g
tary, In beginning his statement. "1
want to address myself to that
Question.

"There are several reasons why I
should ask the committee to hear me.

First. the country is entitled to know
if that is a fact. The country is en- c.

titled to know what this war is and
What the problems are and how we a
arc to meet them. Second, 1 have a ..

deep sense of the duty to the otticers

|anu the civilians that are laboring A
'with devotion, sacrilice, and zeal and gi
are spending sleepless nights to bring.e,
this army up to its greatest efficiency,
and success."

'|"
Descr.bihg the spirit of army oifi-ifi

cers. Secretary Baker said he had',.,
seen "strong, grizzled men turn away
from my desk in tears." when they;
found that they could not go toi°
France, "where the glory of their Ip
profession lay." hut must remain in iS|
Washington to press forward war!
preparations. There was no ease, he I"
added, cf any officer who had not ac- (tl
cepted his duty with his whole heart. r,
Men of high places In civil life'..

throughout the country, he said, had j
come to Washington to acecpt sala-i"
lies of office boys; many no salary at si
all, to place their experience at the-1 j j
ui.n|mjsui ui nir u.iim'ii,

"UnilJcDit'n," mud tin* secretary, jn
speaking with great earnestness, "it jo
would In; a tragical thing if this mo- ju
mcntoiiK effort were to deserve the j
comment that it had fallen, down." j'
The im|>atienee of the whole coaii-.8'

try to "do this thing iiuickly," he said, g
"prohaldy inspired mueh of the crili-;(,
-'Isiii. Ivvery one of us wants to see'
our country hit like a man at the I
adversary. , w

"We look haek over the past and
etc that there have heen shortconi-;..
.ngs, that there have heen delays, j
There are tilings that could have a

been better done, liut our effort is to;fi
learn. JH

"I have no purpose to defend in-,
dividuals or myself. J Mi

No Denial of Shortcomings.
"If 1 discuss here individuals by j"

name, if I refer to General Crosier orj"
General Sharp or myself, it will be n

only to make it clear, if any of us w

should figure in tomorrow's casualties'
it would be as nothing beside the oh-1
Ject we all seek. I am not hero tp de- |-^
ny shortcomings, hut I think I can h

say this: That whi rc we have tound (|
such shortcomings or mistakes, we

have made every effort to correct
them. ti

"1 most earnestly ask that when :,\
you have pointed out to you any
shortcomings, whether it seems well i
founded or not, that you instantly.1'

«- i.% thnt lhp nro-ici

wun moruini) n-uutru n

ccommodations for all sick."
Latter From Mre. Rhinehart. e

Secretary Baker read a letter from
Mrs. Mary Roberts Rienhart, thejn
writer, wbo lias a son In the service, w

commending hospital conditions shelh
recently Inspected. Mrs. Rhinehart said ^
he was impressed by Senator Cham-1
bcrlain's "tragic letters." c

"But I feel the mothers of the s!
country should know." wrote Mrs. j,
Rinehart, "that the number of such
cases is small. It is cruel to allow even-mother to Judge the medical
corps because here and there men

are unwilling or unable to give the
care that is their duty. n

"There are conditions to be reme- h
died. The shortage of women nurses'v
Is serious. But of cruelty and indlf-|
ference I have found nothing. Nine-1
ty-nlne out of a hundred boys are re-,8"
ceivlng better care than they could b
afford at home." Ill
"And I wish to point out further,")

said Secretary Baker, "that the very|K
head*- of the medical profession, the id
mast.... » of the profession, are In con-Jfl
stant touch with the surgeon gener- L,
al."
No army could be raised In any!"

country, the secretary continued, J si
|trithout danger from communicable't>
Atseasea All that could be done was

to provide every means of science to i
meet that danger. That he insisted, jd
pras being done. fir
Taking up Senator Chamberlain's I

rttack on the ordnance bureau. Mr.

(Continued on Page Pour.)
f

rt-IlT II li> mi- in ...... .

cessesof the department may sift tlie!ft
truth. I..
From Senator Chamberlain's speech <11

Mr. Maker said it had seemed to;
him that although it was not the y
senator's purpose to make it so ap- iw
pear, the country got an Impression;
from the failures and delays that a

made them "disproportionate to what b
was going on." jli
The secretary said there m>ght be,,

'instances of shortcomings but only i

instances." Ir<
j. When he appeared previously Mr. <i

with the Intention ^
[fir being frank." but despite this de- '

(sire he seemed to "have loft the feelngtliat 1 was fencing in defense of b
some of my subordinates." He denied !a
[any such intention and said when ho J
oncludod if tin re was anything else,1'
the committee desired to investigate ft

he would do everything possible with-jo;
in his power to assist "without fear;s|
or favor" and to effect any improve-!
ment. |"
The secretary said that when he a

heard of the two letters rend by Sen-1
ator Chamberlain concerning bad i.

treatment of sick soldiers he im-j
mediately asked Senator Chamber-j1-"
lain for all the details. j ft

Will Punish the Guilty. |s-'
"I want to follow those through to f>

the very end," said he. "ami liud out
who is responsible in order that I can.(,
punish the guilty."

Aitiiough more than one million j1'
men ate under arms in this country.;01
.Mr. Maker said, "the number of com-L.
plaints received have been relatively
small. probably not more than!'1
eighteen." In each instance, he said,
investigations have been immediately d
made. ^
some reports, the secretary said,

have not proved serious upon inquiry "

while others had, in which case cor- h
lections followed. 01

In the ease of the body of an of-
fleer who died at an aviation training-school being shipped home in a

sheet. Secretary Maker said, inquiry
developed that the camp was in ^
charge of a British aviation ollicer
who followed the British method of |
sending bodies home unclothed, the. I)
man's clothes being shipped in a sep- ft
arate parcel. An American officer L
was then |>ut in charge.
Another complaint of neglect of a S

patient at Camp Wheeler. Ccorgla, he ji
said, developed that it was unjusti- 8(

lied, and resulting from the "distressingimagination of the widow." a

Th»n. Htill are iii the hands of the h

inspector general live c;;sea being in-jtl
vestigated. Mr. Kaker told of invest!-1r|
gations which resulted In the d:s-1
charge of Lieut. Charles \V. Cole and v

L'eut. John G. Dye for neglect of a

patients, as published In the newspa- C(
pers Saturday and Sunday. The Judge
lvocate general advised adding a

prison sentence to the dismissal and
that is being considered. 1.

"The department sets its face ^
against that sort of callous disregard
of soldiers' health," Secretary Raker 11

[said. "I want the doctors and the w

[country to know that their lives and'a
welfare are a responsibility which I
will not permit to be dodged or han-|
II d in a cavalier fashion." j®
While camp commanders are held

responsible for health conditions, L
Secretary I'aker said. the surgeon)
general's office has daily inspections n

and lie has appointed Dr. John A. jw
Hornshy, a hospital expert, as hisip
l>ersonal Inspector. A telegram from
Dr. Hornsby regarding camp con- J
ditions Senator Chamberlain assail-iSl
"?d disclosed them "greatly Improved"

» 1 ««.l "kmnli.1.

SOLDIERING AT StVltH ::::
They

low Tbe Men Are Preparing For Jancdt*
Servic In France. I haps

. Krnsr

[.LITERATES BEING TAUGHT TO READ
t

the s

tory of a Young Man who Has to Do, hl'S 8

His Courting by Proxy.Plenty to !l"
Eat and Plenty to Wear.Practice'
With Gas Masks.Many Soldiers
Now Have Their Wives at Camp. 'f
urmpocd.nc* The Turkvllle Knqulrer

Camp Sevier. Greenville. S. C.. Jan-il',llt
ry 23.--Hefore they go "over there" IInako
.1... .i. nn.l htinitreds of them I f

rmly believe that the whole show is in th<

olng to he off before they are ready, slop

eery selective draftsman and every
,malf

National (luardsman who dosen't al- so'dlt'

.-aily kiiCVV liCV.'. V.111 have learned to h°es

?ad and write. Thus does the ai'IT.y ,ul{

Iter another priceless advantage and w^°

pportunlty to hundreds who would at ar

robably never have gotten It had they a"

tayed at home behind the plowundiesor in whatever occupation 8t,'ad

ley might have been engaged. Under and s

gulatlons and rules promulgated by ln ad

le war department, a certain time is
> be set aside each day for the in- to 'x<

[ruction of those soldiers who are II- cpri'

terate. The teachers ure their com- siln"i

tdes who have lmtl the educational a"> '

pl>ortunlties that they have lacked up cari,,<

ntil this time. It is compulsory upon b'ice
II illiterate soldiers to attend these pa-V8

hools. The great majority are very
lateful at the op|>ortunity given them C(,nt|,
» learn. The minority are of course j t"
igin" it; even as they are "agin" wjJ| j
oik. and effort of every description
Nevertheless they will learn too. or else ..pleas!
ley will wish they had. because the h
rmy has no patience with and no time n,HOir
ir a malignercr, and it doesn't take the im,t
rmy long to sort out the malingerers. H..

'

I tills regiment, at least, these schools h(.ld
ave only been established a few days OXy^
nd niuch progress has already been t|iroll
lade. Some fifteen or more men. ( l()|
lost of them drafted men, too, by the a

ay, are attending fro.n my company K|,lss,
nd all of them have gotten beyond the
H C stage and confidently expect to |||t(.|v

e able to place their official signa- (Q ()j,
ires instead of their "marks" opposite |t,.irn
ieir names on the payroll when the
me comes the last day of this month. ,1Ujt.|;
II of them are putting in their spare jn(0
me at night in practice. Just now alde
ieir one ambition, so far as their lit- on,jH
rary education is concerned, is to be

t 'v
ble to scratch their names instead of moll.
ieir mark. tlo lt>
One of them, at least, a fine looking lnfj
outh from North Carolina and a

hole lot better soldier taken all ,incc
round, right now. than I will ever be, .

even now striving and hoping that
e will soon be able to write an entire j)o f(]
tter as well as his name. Here's the t((,u
ason: He met a pretty girl over in m,lsk
ireenvllle some time ago and fell

reaao
ca«l over htcli In tovc^yiti; hpr, and
he fell in love with him.. As I said (,|t.|n
efore, he's a good looking soldier with *n
good line of talk, everything consid-

( n

red, and I don't blame her a bit. , .braid
ict is 1 would have done likewise 1 #great
xpcct, if 1 had been a girl. Of course h ^
tie didn't know he couldn't write, be- l)>lve
ig interested principally in his face j
nd uniform. d(.ad,
Well I guess he told her he was go-1
ig to write to her every day or two J
veil if he was only four miles awny j
om her and I guess she told him the Can
ime thing.I know she did, judging
om the number of letters he gets j», (

jpi her. He came to me a day or lies*

after he met her and told me his
ouhles. Said he had become stuck assau
n the prettiest, fairest, cutest, sweet- of s;

d little girl over "in town" and had ports
remised to write to her every day or

vc. and he couldn't write but she piumi
Idii't know it: and she had never seen amen

is writing and my writing would look j*Pvoii
i lur like his; and would I write to

er for him and he would wash a Bhlrt we

r a pair of trousers or do sometlng r'rani

Ise for me every time I wrote to her '!
>r him. Krani
The bargnin was closed and I wrote gain
er according to his dictation except e

lat I tried to change the dictation for thJ t
etter when I thought I could. That in
rst letter was despatched to her and H.OwO
l a couple of days a fat, pink, monorainedenvelope, bearing an odor of ,|uCH
issumine or voilets or Palm Olive terioi
nap or something (I don't know much np' 1

bout those things) came addressed to {aJ"e,
im. He spied me from afar and with sin
fie letter held above his head, he came whirl

mining with "here it is; I knew she
ould fall for it." He opened the to ^
foresaid pink envelope and I read the sions

ontents written in a beautiful, cramp- 'hat
... hand. '0rcf*

ii auiu-oviiwi e... .. men

It was the same old stuff that has jn
een coming and going ever since the 300

rst man and maid began correspond- 'un(''

IK with each other. Of course there

ras nothing to do but write to her od tl

gnln immediately and I did and have armi<

epeated the performance tri-weekly J rj
^r him ever since. r08e

And now he is learning to read and 75s a

rite himself and as he told me a mont

ight or two ago after I had Just u'p_
rritten an especially tears-in-your- thrift
yes, goo-goo epistle for him: "Corp- cial

rul, I'm doing my darndest and I'll
eon be able to write to her myself." ^jti0I
I smiled and sighed a sigh of relief plies
ccause it will be a relief. I couldn't creas

elp but wonder how he was going to s[a^,."
xplain to her how or why he changed eludi
is handwriting when he does begin 6.500

rriting himself. I am sure that point rfcru

as never occurred to him.not yet. nol
lowever, I guess he will tell her he can

hanged it because of military neces- has

Ity or something like that And with }*c£®
is handsome face and buttons and powei
hakl clothes, he'll get by wltn it. a* n«

the
force

Quite a number of married drafted- recov

ten enlisted In the Thirtieth Division doubi

ave moved their families to Green- bej*
ille, and vicinity to reside while they fCebl<
re encamped here. Of course these she <

:>ldlers cannot live with their families; aSa'n

ut they may visit them at least three

mes a week and the families are al- force

>wed to come to camp as often as they need*

esire. Practically every married of- {££££
cer has had his family with him ever j^iy
ince he has been stationed here, but neces

has only been recently that any con- A

iderable number of enlisted men have

egrun to do likewise. As a rule on tion

ny day numbers of women and chll- effort

ren.wives and children of soldiers.
.

w nat
lay be seen around camp. done

^ .. dous

It Is hard for soldiers to appreciate |nten;
ie shortage of sugar, and other food-

lse they have no such experience,
have plenty of everything to eat y
vear and keep them warm and the
that people elsewhere are P*r-IK
not faring as well can not be.

>ed by them. There Is no waste'v
and every preventative to prohibit (

'

ame Is made. Uncle Sam wants
^

otdtcrs to have all they can eat
^

ie sees to it that they do have It;
e won't stand for extravagance or

and is drawing the lines tighter '

day. Company "E" for instance, |n
216 men every day. The bread H

Is left over at supper is used to 18

pudding for tomorrow's dinner. Iw
oast beef that was not eaten goes

s0

t Irish stew In the morning. The 1

resulting from cooking three
daily for 216 big and hungry 111

rs would not provide food for two

with any assurance that they!'0
1 fatten. Woe unto that^o;^°'
piles his mess kit !U£ti with food tc

ly meal and then dosen't eat it|',(
He is given a lesson in domestic j

"st

my that will serve him in good
when he returns from the war ,fl

,-oes to housekeeping himself. And w

dition to the lesson, in all proba- 1,1

lie will be given an opportunity a

rclse his arms by chopping a half ol

of wood for the kitchen or some

ir task. A man in the army usu- w

ins to pay and twiy dear for his Ml

ssness and thoughtlessness. The 'st

is so high that he hardly ever in

for the same article twice. 01
si

a of the 119th Infantry have re- pr
been given instruction concern- s>

he use of the gas masks with in

i every man has been pro- of

It is a unique and not very in

int experience the first time one 111

ese masks is put on. The mask to

ibles to some extent a diver's hel- in

It is of rubber and the apparatus ti<

in position, completely covers the st

A small reservoir filled with ta

n supplies aid to the wearer of

gh a rubber bit which is plucod to

e mouth. The nostrils are closed Si

pineher similar to those on eye « >

l's. With the apparatus on, pi

hing through the mouth is abso- cl
necessary and he who is unable to

'eatli through his mouth must T

It takes some little urt and of
to place the mask on the head m

ly and every man, before he goes <;

the trenches is supposed to be pi

to do the trick in five or six sec- |'
Most of us will have to increase w

ipeed in putting it on. A little tl

practice and we will bo able to tc

though. |v
tructors in the use of gas masks 0I

ss the soldiers with the Import- sc

of wearing the mask properly as |n

is the care of it. The tiniest punc- si

In the rubber and the mask is of |-,
1 14 l. nnuallilo

irtner vaiui'. 11 is >iu»v ...

a Htiff beard may puncture the |m
and render It useless. For thla u|
n all men In the trenches over n<

ai£ Pi-UUirt'd 10 keep "uieuiseliea -pt
shaven at all times and Infantry- ,,j
of the line In training here have cf|

forbidden to wear mustches or to

a. (ias ia said to be playing a at

part in the war now and when e,j
"rlrtleth goes over, the men will ,l(

been thoroughly instructed as to to

lo protect themselves against the 8C

y fumes. Jas. D. Grist. jU

FRANCE'S STRENGTH. jjj
Resist Hun Assaults as Well as ^

Ever in Past.
isinustic opinions of the foebleofour allies on the western
, especially trance, and their
lity to withstand heavy German 'u
Its must be taken with a grain
ill. They are based upon rodevisedfor their own purposes ,0

rrniun propagandists, panic im- at

;ons of civilian observers or de- to
tc exagerations of public men ..

K our associates, designed to

id up our preparations of effect- w

orces. lit
t since August of last year have ju
had a detailed statement of
re's military strength, but from "

^formation then given by M. An- w

rardieu, high commissioner of t
re, to the United States, we may
a fair idea of the powerful

s France has in the war zone. ,Jl

information was published at in

ime by Secretary of War Hugcr. ij
August. 1!» 17, France had over!
,000 men In the zone of the |
is, at least a million more thani'X
le beginning of the war. This.Jo
not include the men in the in- L,
and the colonies. The reserves,'

n the battle zone made It cer- Jw
that this number could be main-;It
d for a long war. I|G
ce the percentage of casualties
o in the first six months reuched
was reduced to 1.26 at the close,to
116, and has been since brought s«

wer figures, with normal acces- w
to the ranks, we may conclude j
France has practically a war^'
for the front of about 3,000,000 jh)

g<
August. 1914, France had about
guns grouped in regiments. In
1917, her armies had 6,000 and,!*-'

ee had supplied her allies with ai

tuns. She re-e<iutpped and arm- h)
he Belgian, Servian and Greek
?B. IW
om the maximum supply of 13,-;fc
shells a day for 75s, her supply |w
in August. 1917, to 250,000 for!,
ind 100,000 for heavy guns. Her j
hly expenditure for all gun sizes /'
12,000,000 shells. ni

ench resources and French | j,
t have been equal to the flnan- j
drain of the war. Her Indus-j01
have been kept going with re- Jci

:able success considering con- tt
tiftr on tout of war »up-|.,

and munitions has steadily in-
^ed.

i have recently had an official js
ment that Great Drituin, not in- u,

nK her colonies, had recruited a]
,000 men and was preparing to
lit 450.000 more. rt

is foolish to say that France has c<
lost more men than the nation [g
spare and that her man power
not been cruelly reduced, but it
i less foolish to say that she tl
the man power and the gun

r m u-ithKtAnd German assaults .

avy as any she has withstood in ly

past With Britain's improved
s and resources and with Italy's
ered stamina our allies untedlycan hold the*r Itnes if not Cl

the enemy this year. d<
showing that Prance is not 8e

e we do not mean to say that
:an maintain successful warfare
at powerful forces Indefinitely,
hat the United States should not
preparations to put effective

b in the field. Our strength Is 10

>d at the earliest possible mo- aj

to support the hard fighting ct
s of France and Britain and
and to supply the superiority
sary to assure early victory,
lust view of French strength and j,(
rees does not in any degree dlihthe necessity and the obllga- ^

resting upon us to intensify our F<
s to become quickly a potent
deciding factor in the field.
France. Britain and Italy have
and are doing under tremen- m
strain should stimulate us to M
so endeavor to do ou*. part and
id the destructive conflict.St
Post-Dispatch. ca

IcLaurin Gives Out Open Letter on

Political Situation.
ditor Yorkville Enquirer:
I take this method of reaching the
irious people who by petition and
iters have requested nie to become a

indldate for governor. I promised
lent an answer during the present
onth. At this time 1 feel that I can

>rfornt a better service by announcgclearly my political views, than by
coming a candidate for governor. It
probable after 1 do that many who

ould have supported me will not do
and that conditions will make it best

>at 1 should not run for office. It is
ident that factional lines are to be
awn in the senatorial race, and while
believe that I could be elected by
oiding this issue. I do not want office

i these terms. I have given the raat'r~ck,'C'u'thouKht and I want everyxlyto'know hand JU9t how 1
and. In order to get to" v'urehouso

II made a law I had to reckon
" ».!

ic veto power of the go\ernor, and
ithout th.-> assistance of the faction
icn In power I could not have moved
step. I have always recognized this
ligation and do not Intend to forget

I would like to be In a position
bile 1 yet have the mental and phycalstrength to further develop the
ate warehouse system by establishirdirect sales. I would also like to

ganize the machinery for state tnirance.not only for cotton but other
operty. I would like to see a budget
stein for appropriations so as to tlx
dividual responsibility for the waste
tax money, such as is now going on
South Carolina. I have made up

y mind, however, that I am not going
keep my mouth shut nor compromise
y convictions for the sake of any of

eon earth. Should 1 go on the
Uinp this summer I shall unheslitinglysay that I regard the election
either Kx-tSovernor ltlease or SenairTillman as a stupendous blunder.
far as the state is concerned it will

itahlish more, tlrnily thnn ever the
eseiit factional lines, and whoever Is
ected governor will necessarily have
line up on one side or the other.

Iiis I absolutely refuse to do. Outside
the local issue the consequences are
ore far reaching. The attitude of
overnor Blouse before the war has
en bitterly hostile to the present
i-deral administration. Kverybody
ho knows him, understands his atludetowards the questions relating
the war, and that he will go any

ngth, once he has the power, to
(Struct the policies of Woodrow Wll>n.He is bold and has greut ability
certain lines, his ndvent into the
nate would greatly strengthen La-
ullctte and a "lime group or wuiiui

-nntors" who are doing all In their
)WiT to hamper the conduct of a war

l»on whose result depends the future
>t only of Am^Htoi, but mankind
Trr wifCTir'^^^itoi waw v.'anr*mmmm
lign speeches and dodge this Issue. I
mnot by silence make myself a party
a national calamity of this char

ter.Senator Tillman is Incupaeltatlby physical weakness for the stren>uswork now required. I am glad
be able to say that I am sincerely

»rry for this, and In spite of the unisttreatment that I received at his
inds, were he physically fit to perrmthe duties, 1 would rise above
rsonal resentment and say that he
lould be left where he is. This talk
>out "dying in harness" is all rot. A
oken down horse "dying In harness"
cruelty to animals; it Is more mcrclilto loose the traces, knock off the
iocs and turn hint out in the pasture
ruminate on things that have been,

id arc to be. It takes a strong horse
tote his side of the singletree in

icse perilous days. It is unfair to the
tlance of the team when the load is
.-avy and the pace so fast, to be
indicapjtcd by Hog Spavin and
ravoa in an old horse which wont
ork at all unless he is in the lead,
tie wor£ la too heavy now for a spike
am though that ia better than a horse
lat wont even try to pull, bites his
ate and kicks at everything in sight,
am not going to help harness either
am. What is the use, one horse Is
)t able and the other will not pull a

ad with Woodrow Wilson as a driver,
id we can't get a new driver (even If
e wanted to) for the next two years,
ia a bad plan anyway when you have
change drivers to suit a horse. My

cperience ia that a horse more inrestedin kicking the driver off the
'at than in pulling the load wont
ork with any driver, and will inake
rery horse in the team balky bofor*
» Is through. Then too we now need
ittling guns instead of old rusty
orn out pitch forks. I know this
tter will offend many of my friends
id I regret It from the bottom of my
art. hut If they live long cw.ugh they
ill see that I am right as they have
iund out bei'ore when they differed
ith me. 1 am saying what I feel to

i my duty, und if every political
lend I have turns against me it will
jt be the first time that a sense of

jty has left me alone, without a party
political faction. I feel that I am

ranHnrlno- VCUu\ Hf»rV'iCG to
«» . o

>e people of South Carolina but I ani

jt going to dodge as important an

sue in order to obtain political supart.1 am in the middle of the road
nfettered by Jfactional alignment of

ay kind. Tliose who desire to be of
al service to South Carolina must be

>urageous and unselfish or our petty
ictional squabbles will continue to
ake us the laughing stock of the naon.Respectfully,

John L. McLaurin.
ennettsville, S. C., Jan. 27.

The house on Monday adopted a conirrentresolution inviting ex-Presl;ntTaft to address the general asimblyduring his visit to Camp Jackin,next week.

The lower house has passed and sent
the senate a bill providing for the

inuaJ physical examination of school
illdren.

The farmers' Secret Association will
>ld its semi-annual meeting at Mount
isgah, Kershaw county, on Saturday,
ebruary 9.

The National Council of Women,
eetlng in Washington for war work,
nbrmces 27 national woman's organationsrepresenting 7,000,000 Amerlinwomen.

'
. :.


